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‘We plan to lose,' this coin ad claims 

By Roger Boye 

Today's column answers 
questions from Chicago 
Tribune readers. 

Q-A rare-coin compa-
ny would sell us a coin folder 
and 10 Indian-head pennies 
"from good to fine quality" for 
$24.50, plus $2 for postage. Is 
that a good buy? The company 
says in its magazine ad, "We 
plan to lose money on this 
offer." B.N., Chicago 

A-The loss would be yours. 
Common-date Indian cents in 
"good condition" are available at 
local coin shops for 75 cents to 
$1 each and a basic coin folder 
retails for about $2. Thus, you'd 
pay $26.50 for $10 worth of mer-
chandise. 

Q-When was the half cent 
eliminated? Was it the smallest 
U.S. coin? R.T., Elmhurst 

A-Production of half cents 
was discontinued in 1857, and 
they still rank as the lowest-de- 
nomination U.S. coin. Neverthe-
less, some states issued sales-tax 
tokens in the 1930s and 1940s 
that were worth one mill, or one- 
tenth of a cent. People saved 
such tokens to pay sales taxes in 
the wake of the Great Depres-
sion. 
